
Partial Listing of Drought Tolerant Plants  
Adapted to Los Alamos County 

(List developed by Carlos Valdez, Los Alamos Cooperative Extension Service) 
 

Deciduous Trees 
 

Bigtooth Maple 
Acer grandidentatum 
 
Amur Maple 
Acer ginnala 
 
Common Hackberry 
Celtis occidentalis 
 
Thornless Honeylocust 
Gleditsia triacanthos inermis 
 
Burr Oak 
Quercus macrocarpa 
 
Gambel Oak 

Quercus gambelii 
 
Goldenrain Tree 
Koelreuteria paniculata 
 
Purple Robe Locust 
Robinia pseudoacacia 
 
Japanese Zelkova 
Zelkova serata 
 
Lavelle Hawthorne 
Crataegus laevigata 
 
Lacebark Elm 
Ulmus parvifolia 

 
 

Evergreen Trees 
 
Pinyon Pine 
Pinus edulis 
 
Ponderosa Pine 
Pinus ponderosa 
 
Austrian Pine 
Pinus nigra 
 
Colorado Bristlecone Pine 
Pinus aristata 
 

Arizona Cypress 
Cupressus arizonica 
 
Juniper 
Juniperus spp. 
 
Blue Spuce 
Picea pungens 
 
Blue Atlas Cedar 
Cedrus atlantica 'Glauca' 

Deciduous Shrubs 
 

Barberry 
Berberis thunbergii 
 
Potentilla 
Potentilla fruticosa 
 
Scotch Broom 
Cytisus scoparius 
 

Pygmy Peashrub 
Caragana pygmaea 
 
Creeping Cotoneaster 
Cotoneaster adpressus praecox 
 
Dwarf Burning Bush 
Euonymous alata ‘compacta’ 
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Deciduous Shrubs (cont.) 
 
Dwarf Fragrant Sumac 
Rhus aromatica ‘Gro-low’ 
 
Mountain Mahogany 
Cercocarpus spp. 
 
Butterfly Bush 
Buddleia spp. 
 
New Mexico Privit 
Forestiera neomexicana 
 
Rugosa Rose 
Rosa rugosa 
 

 
 
Western Sand Cherry 
Prunus besseyi 
 
New Mexico Fern Bush 
Chamaebatiaria millefolium 
 
Apache Plume 
Fallugia paradoxa 
 
Russian Sage 
Perovskia atriplicifolia 
 
Bluemist Spirea 
Caryopteris x clandonensis 
 

 
Evergreen Shrubs 

 
Mahonia  
Mahonia aquifolium 
 
 

Juniper 
Juniperus spp. 
 
 

 

Dwarf Mugho Pine 
Pinus mugo mugo 

 
 

Perennials 
 

Artemisia 
Artemisia spp. 
 
Hummingbird Mint 
Agastache spp. 
 
Whirling Butterflies 
Gaura lindheimeri 
 
Blue Salvia 
Salvia spp. 
 
Threadleaf Coreopsis 
Coreopsis verticillata 
 
Lavender 
Lavender angustifolia 
 
 
Western Penstemons 

Penstemon spp. 
 
Primrose 
Oenothera spp. 
 
Jupiter’s Beard  
Centranthus ruber 
 
Blanket Flower 
Gaillardia spp. 
 
Catmint 
Nepeta x faassenii 
 
Chocolate Flower 
Berlandiera lyrata 
 
 
Maimillian Sunflower 
Heilianthus maximiliani 
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Perennials (cont.) 
 
Spring Flowering Bulbs & Tubers 
Tulip, Daffodil, Iris (various) 
 
Yarrow 
Achillea spp. 
 
Veronica 
Veronica liwanensis 
 
 

 
 

 
 
Desert Zinia 
Zinnia accerosa 
 
Native Four-o-clock 
Mirabilis comata. 
 
Lead Plant 
Amorpha canescens 
 
Winecups 
Callirhoe involucrata 

Autumn Joy Sedum 
Sedum 'Autumn Joy' 
 
 

 
Ornamental Grasses 

 
Blue Fescue 
Festuca glauca 
 
Prairie Dropseed 
Sporobolus heterolepis 
 
Flame Grass 
Miscanthus purpurascens 
 
Zebra Grass 
Miscanthus sinensis 'Zebrinus' 
 
 

Little Bluestem Grass 

Ribbon Grass 
Phalaris arundinacea 
 
Blue Avena Grass 
Helictotrichon sempervirens 
 
Red Fountain Grass 
Pennisetum setaceum ‘Rubrum’ 
 
Indian Rice Grass 
Achnatherum hymenoides 
 

Schizachyrium scoparium 
 

Groundcovers 
 

Wooly Thyme 
Thymus langinosus 
 
Spring Cinquefoil 
Potentilla verna 
 

 
Hen and chicks 
Sempervivum spp. 
 

 
Mock Strawberry 
Duchesnea indica 
Sedum 
Sedum spp. 
 
Hardy Ice Plant 
Delosperma spp. 
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Groundcovers (cont.) 
 
Lambs Ears 
Stachys byzantina 
 
Speedwell 
Veronica prostrate 

 
 
 
Plumbago  (shade) 
Ceratostigma plumbaginoides 
 
Periwinkle (shade) 
Vinca major 
 

Bishops Weed (shade) 
Aegopodium podagraria 
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